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SUBJECT:STATEMENT TO PRESS ON HOFMANN DETENTION 

1 . FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF STATEMENT ON HOFMANN 
INCIDENT WHICH DEPARTMENT HAS GIVEN NEW YORK TIMES 
ON AFTERNOON FEB 13 IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FROM TIMES 

FOR COMMENT. WE UNDERSTAND TIMES WILL DRAW ON STATEMENT, 
AS WELL AS HOFMANN STORY FILED FROM VIENNA, IN ITS REPORTING 
TO APPEAR IN FEBRUARY 14 EDITIONS. DEPARTMENT WILL ALSO 
MAKE TEXT AVAILABLE TO OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS FEB 14. 
ADDRESSEES MAY WISH TO DRAW ON THIS GUIDANCE AS NEEDED. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: OUR EMBASSY FIRST LEARNED ABOUT THE INCIDENT 
SHORTLY AFTER 1 1 PM (PRAGUE TIME), SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12. 

WE WERE IN CLOSE AND CONSTANT TOUCH WITH OUR EMBASSY, AND 
OUR AMBASSADOR AND HIS STAFF MADE REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO 
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OBTAIN ASSISTANCE AND INFORMATION FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK 
FOREIGN OFFICE. ONLY SOME TIME AFTER 2 PM SUNDAY (PRAGUE 
TIME) WAS THE EMBASSY INFORMED THAT MR. HOFMANN WAS 
NOT BEING DETAINED AND WAS NO LONGER IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
THE DEPARTMENT REGARD5 THIS AS UNACCEPTABLE TREATMENT OF 
A IOURNALIST ENGAGED IN THE LEGITIMATE PURSUIT OF HIS 
PROFESSIONAL DUTIES. WE ARE PARTICULARLY 
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CONCERNED BECAUSE THIS IS THE SECOND RECENT INCIDENT 
OF THIS KIND; LESLIE COLLITT, AN NBC CORRESPONDENT, WAS 
TREATED IN A SIMILAR MANNER WHEN HE WAS DEPARTING 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC ON 
FEBRUARY 3. END TEXT. 

DECLASSIFY UPON RECEIPT 
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